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NT operating system hits the buffers

I'T solutions provider Ramsac has
I"i-‘.ﬂ.ILIJ a w1rn:|ng (%] LEJT'I"II'.I-EI'IIt'"”
absout the implications of running
Windows NT atter Microsoft
withdraws support for the operadng
system on | January 2005,

From that date, secunty patch-
es and software updaces will no
lomger be available for the popu-
lar business platform, leaving thou-
sands of companies, many of them
SMEs, exposed to potential secu-
rity and operational problems.
However, Microsoft online self-help
will be available unmil 1 January
HIOT for Windows MNT Worksmanon
4, Users who purchased updares,
or service packs, will snll he nffered
limired help according to the terms
of their software license,

“Nearly B0 per cent of UK com-
pames are nsing Windows NT
within their infrastructure, many
as their main operanng system,” said
Ramsac managing director Robert
May, “NT% relinhility makes it a
popular choice for husiness users
which in turn makes it a rarget for
virus writers and hackers, who
want o cause maximum damage
and disruprion.”

Toilluserare N vulnerahiliny,
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Microsoft withdraws NT support

Micrasoft's last major securiry
announcement abour a parch for
Intemet Fxplorer to remove a seri-
ous secunity flaw, urped all users of
its MS aperaring systems, includ-
ing W'T, to download the securi-
v updare.

Many companics have already
migrated from N bur May believes
thar there are a bairge number of users
whoare reluctant to swap our soft-
ware that works well.

“While I can see the logic in
sticking with W, having unsup-
ported software underpinning an
I'T nerwark is a had idea,” said
May. “Not only are firms opening

up their systems to possible atack,
they are also in danger of contra-
vening suppliet l..ul:lflli]&!- an
wncreasing mamber of which require
partner companies to operate
robust and reliable Il systems.”

Companics should upgrade
meet with BS7799, an interna-
nonal secunty standard that oblig-
&5 businesses to only use softaare
that is supported by the vendor.

May added: “Running N'T over
anything but the short term after
1 January 2005 is not an option.
While 1 donot Blame Microsaoft for
WanCiNg T Mave CHISTOmers nn
from older produces, many com-
panies have not made sutficient
proaveson for product rmigranon and
are unaware of the potental proh-
lems. These companies should
seek advice on how they can safe-
guard I'T systems while moving
to a4 more up-ro-dare plarform.
which in the majoriy of cases will
he Windows Server 2003 and
Windows XF Pro.”

Ramsac is offering a free "NT
audit’ o companies currently run-
ning the sofrware. For more infor-
mation, call 70 7SAWKIT or email
infoframsac.com.



Copyright What To Buy For Business. Not to be used for marketing purposes without express permission of the publisher.



	 

